
4 

By Jonathan Wood.  Reproduced, with permission, from  
Enjoying MG, June 1997 

MG's famous octagonal badge has been around since 
1924.  But who designed it? I confess that I had always 
imagined Cecil Kimber, with his strong artistic sensibilities, and 
creator of the famous MG radiator, was also responsible for 
the eight sided motif. 

However, back in 1981 I interviewed for Classic Cars the 
individual who claimed to have been responsible for the badge 
and, after hearing his story, I have no reason to doubt it. 

Edmund (Ted) John Frank Lee was born in Oxford and in 
1915 entered the city's High School.  He did well there, 
excelled at math and was also placed top in the art class.  His 
aptitude with figures suggested a financial career and he 
decided on cost accounting.  As it happened he knew Cecil 
Kimber and "he offered me a job with Morris Garages and 
agreed to pay half my tuition fees." 

For his part Kimber had joined that business as sales 
manager in 1921 but took over as general manager following 
the death of Edward Armstead in March 1922. 

Ted Lee wasted little time in responding to Kimber's offer, 
he continued his studies 
a n d  w a s  s o o n  
established at the Morris 
Garages offices that he 
remembered were 
located "over some fifty 
shilling tailors" in Queen 
Street, Oxford.  "I was 
very keen on American 
c o s t  a c c o u n t i n g  
methods and this was 
t h e  s y s t e m  I 
introduced." 
As is well known, in 
1923 Kimber introduced 
the Morris Garages 

Chummy that, in retrospect, can be seen as the first link in a 
chain of events that lead to the creation of the MG marque. 

This special open two seater version of the Morris 
Cowley, with coachwork by Carbodies, had an occasional rear 
seat with lowered back and was finished in a choice of 
cheerful colours. 

Ted remembered the Chummy well. "This was because, 
whenever Kimber and I went out in one, he used to drive like 
the devil and frighten me to death.  But I used to criticize him 
because the Chummy's proportions were on the small side.  

You see Kimber was rather short himself and I suggested that, 
if you altered the seating arrangement, he could sell to taller 
people! And he took notice, we were quite friendly." 

In 1924 Cecil Kimber had ordered six open two seater 
Raworth bodies for the 11.9 hp Cowley chassis and followed 
this with a 13.9 Oxford-based "M.G. vee-front saloon." With 
the appearance of the M.G. name, Kimber was clearly intent 
on creating a make that, diplomatically, did not distance itself 
from its Morris roots.  

The use of initials provided the answer and he may have 
been inspired by the precedent of AC, a firm with which he 
was familiar, having worked for the Thames Ditton company 
between 1916 and 1918. 

Later the May 1924 issue of the Morris Owner carried a 
full page illustrated advertisement of one of the Raworth-
bodied cars that was described is the MG [for Morris Garages] 
Super Sports Morris. The stylized initials were presented, for 
the first time, within an octagonal outline that had been 
designed for Cecil Kimber by Ted Lee, who again takes up the 
story. 

After the general manager had explained his plans to Ted, 
"he cleared off to his office and I stopped in mine. Then I drew 
out this badge with a little ruler I'd brought from High School. I 
was good at art and have painted for years. Kimber saw it and 
said 'that's just the thing'." I was interested to know why Lee 
had opted for the eight sided shape and he said there was no 
particular reason for choosing it. But it should be remembered 
that such angular designs were very popular in the nineteen 
twenties and they are what we know today as Art Deco style. 

It was important that William Morris approved of the 
badge and Ted recalls that when he saw it he said that "it was 
the best thing that has come into the company" 'adding, "and it 
will never go out of it." 

Later when MG 
moved from Oxford to 
Abingdon, Ted Lee 
also made the move 
but  subsequent ly  
returned to the city to 
become group chief 
accountant for Morris's 
other companies and 
remained at what 
became the British 
Motor Corporation until 
his retirement in the 
1960s.  His badge had, 
in the meantime, 
become one of the motoring world's most memorable 
trademarks although Kimber initially applied it sparingly to the 
Morris Garages cars.  A representation was painted on the 
nearside scuttle of "Old Number One," the famous Hotchkiss 
engined open two seater with Carbodies coachwork that he 
ran in the 1925 Lands End Trial and for which he was awarded 
a Gold Medal.  

The two seaters and saloon had been joined later in 1924 
by a handsome aluminium bodied open four seater that was 
marketed as the 14/28 M.G. Super Sports Model. In 1925 a 
closed two door car, named the Salonette, joined the range. 
By then the octagonal badge was appearing on the cars' sills 
plates although its arrival on the radiator was a more 
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protracted process. 
In September 1926 the bullnose Morrises on which these 

early MG's were based was replaced by the flat radiatored 
Cowley and Oxford 14/28. The MG version of the latter, that 
appeared in 1927, initially perpetuated the 14/28 designation 
and evolved into the 14/40 Mark IV. It retained the Morris 
badge on its radiator that was complemented by a German 
silver MG octagon mounted on the honeycomb 

Some cars had also 
featured a miniature 
version in the centre of 
the Morris Oxford 
radiator badge. 
But at the 1927 Motor 
Show the 1928 season 
m o d e l s  w e r e 
distinguished by the 
o c t a g o n a l  b a d g e  
positioned in its rightful 
place on the flat nosed 
radiator shell. The now 
familiar chocolate hued 
initials were set against 
a cream background, 

surely not a coincidence that this colour combination this 
made famous from 1922 on the carriages of the Great 
Western Railway trains that served Oxford? 

MG demonstrably emerged as a make in its own right with 
the arrival, in 1928, of the 18/80 which sported the now 
familiar subtly tapering oblong radiator with distinctive central 
rib, designed by Kimber himself with advice from Radiator 
Branch's Ron Goddard.  From thereon the octagon and the 
MG became inseparable.  Drivers read from eight sided 
instruments and that included the Calormeter water 
temperature indicator.  The shape was even applied to the 
outlines of scuttle ventilators.  

Once the MG company was 
established, in Abingdon, 
octagonal clocks appeared, 
along with eight sided table 
napk in  r ings in  the 
boardroom whilst the firm's 
typewriters were fitted with a 
special "octagonal" key.  
For its part, the badge 
r e m a i n e d  e s s e n t i a l l y 
unchanged until the arrival of 
the TC model for which the 
or iginal colours were 
replaced by black and white 
livery.  Other backgrounds, 
namely red, golden for the 
1975 "centenary year" cars 
and even blue followed and it 

was not until the appearance, in 1993, of the MGB-based RV8 
that the original chocolate and cream combination made a 
welcome reappearance.  This is perpetuated on the current 
MGF 

So William Morris's prophecy to Ted Lee back in 1924 
that the badge would never leave the company has proved to 
be an accurate one.  But although MG, along with Rover, is 
one of the handful of the industry's marques to survive into the 
21st century, the Morris make that made possible its creation 
is no more. 

Jonathan Wood 

Ted Lee could never have imagined how prolific his creation 
would be, nor in how many ways it would be used.  Our own 
club logo has recently been beautifully transformed to not only 
include the MG Octagon and Ambassador Bridge, but to also 
the flags of our two countries and a hint of the Union Jack.  

Full Moon Brightens Lucas 
Ralleye                                      by Ed Fleming 
It was a beautiful warm evening. Perfect for an 
evening drive with the top down. A starry sky with 
the additional advantage of a full moon made for a 
great evening for our Lucas Night Ralleye. 
Eleven members showed up for a night of wandering 

around Northville looking for devious (or so I thought) clues. Tom 
and Marcia Greiner, Steve and Nancy Brown, Ralph and Kathi 
Poupard, Rich and Adrienne Wagner, Al Gaiefsky, Ann St. John and 
Fran Lewis all showed up at the usual Meijer parking lot just as the 
sun was going down, with flashlights in hand ready to defy the laws 
of Lucas electrics and look for devious clues. 

First we zigzagged into downtown Northville, parked the cars 
and walked around looking for clues. About a third of the clues were 
found here and about half the time on the ralleye (maybe two thirds 
for the Greiners and they live in Northville) was spent in town. 
Although I thought I had a couple of sneaky clues here, everyone got 
them right. Rats. 

Then we were off to the first of two cemeteries (Lucas is dead 
after all). Again I tried to be sneaky by switching the order of the 
clues so members would look for the clue at the second cemetery at 
the first one. That worked for about half the contestants. 

Also, at that first cemetery, Rich and Adrienne came upon a 
weird group of people digging up a grave (at 8:00 at night!). The full 
moon wasn't quite up yet so it was REALLY dark in the cemetery. 
They wisely waited until a few more members of our group showed 
up before looking for clues. 

After that we had a good fast run for 5 or 6 miles. Better to get 
the cobwebs out of the cars and get away from whatever was going 
on back at the gravesite. 

A few more clues, another cemetery and a restaurant in the 
eastern time zone as we like to say. The end point being a 
combination Tim Horton's / Wendy's in honor of this being an 
international club, where the award's were handed out. 

Winners with only one wrong answer were Tom and Marcia 
Greiner. Second, driving solo, was Al Gaiefsky (with 2 wrong!) and 
third went to Steve and Nancy Brown (with 4 wrong). 

All in all a lovely evening drive where the only problems were 
with the clues and not the electrical systems.  


