Road Trip to Watkins Glen New York for Grand Prix Festival and Vintage Racing
A group of WDMGC members embarked on a road trip to Watkins Glen, New York in early
September. Partaking in the adventure was Graham Kreswick, Dave Hornby, Rick Astley, Matt
Bade and myself. My trip actually started the week before when I drove my MG to Ottawa,
Ontario. Lise drove along behind me in her Imapla. We had a wonderful time with friends and
relatives during our stay there.
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I left Ottawa in my MG and followed a very scenic route south crisscrossing the Rideau River
and then connected with Highway 2 beside the St. Lawrence River. I drove along the river on
my way to meet up with the rest of the group that was arriving in Kingston Ontario. During the
ride, I stopped to photograph my car beside a park on the St. Lawrence.
Once meeting up, the group had a dinner at an Irish
A stop along the St. Lawrence
Pub in beautiful downtown Kingston, stayed over night
and continued the trip by taking a large car ferry to Wolfe Island and then a smaller
ferry to New York State the next morning. We had a pleasant top down drive along the
south shore of Lake Ontario winding our way towards Watkins Glen. We stopped for
lunch at a local restaurant which was next door to a river where fishermen were
catching Salmon. They could walk up to a little hut beside
the restaurant and have their fish cleaned for $3.00 each.
The small ferry from Wolfe Island to N.Y.

Continuing along we made it to Watkins Glen State Park
and set up camp before nightfall. Before retiring for the
cold night we had a scrumptious meal at the Seneca
Lodge. Friday saw the group take in all the activities of the
Grand Prix Festival on the streets of Watkins Glen. Lots of
things to do and see including various laps around the
original downtown and countryside track by many sports
car groups. It culminated in a Re -enactment of the original
races that took place many years ago. A campfire and
another cold night in the tents followed.

A walk through the “Glen”

Saturday started with breakfast at the
campsite followed by a whole day of watching
Vintage Racing and car show viewing at
Watkins Glen International. Night time saw us cook a gourmet dinner at the campsite.
This time the weather was much warmer for sleeping.
Stop for lunch along Lake Ontario in N.Y.

Early Sunday started with breakfast and then Rick, Matt and Graham made their way
home. Dave and I stayed for another day of racing and drove home through Buffalo
Fort Erie and took a nice ride home along Lake Erie. Next year is the 60th.
Anniversary of the main MG Race (The Collier Cup) so hundreds of MG’s are
expected. Mark your calendars for the second weekend of September 2014.

Breakfast at the campsite
October 2013

